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The Nationel«~Zeitung. whieh has been giving the National. Democratic Party (NDP) 
considerable publicity, was recently asked by the Russians to stop promoting 

the party. The party, the Russiens said, would find recognition in due time; 
its promotion at the present time, however, constituted an interference with 
Soviet policy, The deterioration of the political situation, the SUA continued, 
made it necessary for all German factions to take a firm and uniform stand; 

with this voint in view, the National-u?situng should act only abstein from criti- 
ciging the S*D for hevine Istely shown Marxist-Leninist leanings, but should 
evoid distracting pubiic attention from the SED by presenting NDP ideas ina © 
fuwworable Light. 


The Netional»Zeltung was asked to devote all its energy to proving that the 
weslern povers are hostile te German aims and ideals, The Natjonal-Zeitung, 
the Yussiears continued, would presently recelve detatled material showing thas 
the xestern vowers are eager to destroy German integrity, both in concert and 
inderpondentiy, and that they are opposed te German unity, 


The aliered letters frem readers in tho "Nationales Yorun*, written largely 


by staff rembers who express their own views or thosa sugsested by the Rusaians, 
have been censored since 20 August by a Russian officer specially assigned for 
thig purpose. The open letter ta General Clay on the subject of Dr. Schacht, 
written by “rwin Plechottka, was piven favorable attention and a prominent 
space in tho prper upon the recommendation of a Russian officer, 


The editorin) staff of the Netional-Ze%tung believes that behind the recent 
dirsetive Lies the Russians’ desire to prevent the public from becoming con= 
scious of the connection that exists between the National Komitee Freies 
Deutschland and the MDF, The Russiens have been greatly disturbed by the ‘loss 
of Count Peinrich von “insiedel, and are becoming increasingly distrustful of 
the members of the Nationa? Komitee’ and the groups interested in the NDP, 

The Russians complained on several oecesions that their efforts to support non- 
Communist sroups heve met with little or no success in Germany, Some members 
of the aditoria? steff were riven te urnderstund that indifference or lack of 
enthusiasm shown in reporting would be proof that they had reverted to thei 
forner Wagi views, 
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